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 New skyscraper apartments
on the market from $435,000

By Suzanne McGonagle

PEm IGHT apartments in

1 Belfast's newest sky-

scraper are due to

go on sale - with

prices starting at
£435,000.

Located at Custom House
Square with sweeping views of
the River Lagan, Belfast Lough
and the city centre, the 14-
storey building is aptly named
‘The Boat'.

Complete with glass front-
ages and distinctive rooltop
*sail’, it comprises eight floors
of office space and eight lux-
ury apartments.

Its promoters say it is the
first building in the city to
offer occupants the chance to
live, socialise and work all
under one roof.

While prices start from
§435,000, the top range of the
price scale will not be dis-
closed until early next month.

But with two of the apart-
ments boasting roof gardens
which provide views of the
Mourne Mountains on a clear
day, it Is thought that they
will be significantly more

sive.

For the entrylevel price, in-
vestors will recelve a fully
furnished two-bedroom apart-
ment of just under 1,000 sq ft.

The properties have lloor-to-
ceiling double-glazing to allow
owners to enjoy the magnifi-
cent views.

A moodHighting control sys-
tem, spacious balconies and
underground car parking are
also among the apartments’
leatures.

The Boat will be joined by
the record-breaking Obel
Tower on the banks of the
River Lagan when it is com-
pleted later this year.

The unique obelisk-shaped
structure will stand at around
88 metres high and will feature
282 apartments and 41,000 sq
ft of office space along with
eateries and shops on the
ground floor when it is fin-
ished. When complete, the
Obel will be the tallest build-
ing In Ireland.

“The views
are just
unbelievable
from all the
apartments,
not just the
two which
have roof
gardens and
from which
you can
admire the
Mourne
Mountains
on a clear
day”

= Bt Robingan

AS HOUSE prices continue

properties to be on the
market, this will perhaps
the interest in

Beth Robi of Templ
Robinson, estate agents for
The Boat, said the apartments
had "already been attracting
intense interest”,

them.

“The way the market works
Is that signals go out from
the sellers to the buyers.
“If there is a lack of interest
then this goes back to the
wvendors and the price is

“Everyone seems intri
by the concept and del‘lnllely
the design,” she said.

“The apartments are cer-
tainly leadingedge when it
comes to looks and also prac-
tically spacious, with the
two uppermost units boast-
ing double-height ceilings and
mezzanine decked areas, af-
fording the most amazing
views of the Belfast cityscape.

“When standing in the kit-
chen there is an exhilarating
feeling of actually being in a
boat and hovering over the
water because of all the glass
and the way the wall juts out,
averhanging the water below.

“There can't be many luxury
apartments where you can
stand in the kitchen and think

| conddurln‘ the apartments’

uniqueness”.
"Tllly are not making
riverfront properties any
maore so there Is a limited

| number available,” he said.

| “For such a small number of

you're cruising down the
river.

“The views are just unbellev-
able from all the apartments,

“There will be an
‘adjustment If it Is thought
the Interest is there.”

Mr Smyth said that although
recent surveys showed the
effects of the slump were
still being felt, he believed

“There is enough liquidity f
around and It is such a | 8
prime location that you can
be sure these will be of
major interest,” he said.

not just the two which have |
rool gardens and from which
you can admire the Mourne |
Mountains on a clear day.”




